
Shimon Peres, in “Tomorrow is Now” on: 
 
The Dangers of a Palestinian State I  
 
The establishment of such [a Palestinian] state means the inflow of combat 
ready Palestinian forces (more than 25,000 men under arms) into Judea 
and Samaria; this force, together with the local youth, will double itself in a 
short time.  It will not be short of weapons or other [military] equipment, and 
in a short space of time, an infrastructure for waging war will be set up in 
Judea, Samaria and the Gaza Strip. Israel will have problems in preserving 
day-to-day security, which may drive the country into war, or undermine the 
morale of its citizens.  In time of war, the frontiers of the Palestinian state 
will constitute an excellent staging point for mobile forces to mount attacks 
on infrastructure installations vital for Israel’s existence, to impede the 
freedom of action of the Israeli airforce in the skies over Israel, and to 
cause bloodshed among  the population... in areas adjacent to the frontier-
line. 

Shimon Peres, Tomorrow is Now, Jerusalem: Keter, 1978, p. 232. 
 
The Dangers of a Palestinian State II  
 
Even if the Palestinians agree that their state have no army or weapons, who 
can guarantee that a Palestinian army would not be mustered later to encamp 
at the gates of Jerusalem and the approaches to the lowlands? And if the 
Palestinian state would be unarmed, how would it block terrorist acts 
perpetrated by extremists, fundamentalists or irredentists? 

Shimon Peres The New Middle East, New York: H. Holt, 1993, p.169 
 
The Dangers of a Palestinian State III  
 
If a Palestinian state is established, it will be armed to the teeth.  Within it there 
will be bases of the most extreme terrorist forces, who will be equipped with 
anti-tank and anti-aircraft shoulder-launched rockets, which will endanger not 
only random passers-by, but also every airplane and helicopter taking off in the 
skies of Israel and every vehicle traveling along the major traffic routes in the 
coastal plain.   It is of course doubtful whether territorial expanse can provide 
absolute deterrence. However, the lack of minimal territorial expanse places a 
country in a position of an absolute lack of deterrence. This in itself constitutes 
almost compulsive temptation to attack Israel from all directions … 

Shimon Peres, Tomorrow is Now, Jerusalem: Keter, 1978, p. 255. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Strategic Military Importance of Territory   
 
In 1948, it may have been possible to defend the “thin waist” of Israel’s 
most densely populated area, when the most formidable weapon used by 
both sides was the canon of limited mobility and limited fire-power… In the 
20th century, with the development of the rapid mobility of armies, the 
defensive importance of territorial expanse has increased…Without a  
border which affords security, a country is doomed to destruction in war. 

Shimon Peres, Tomorrow is Now, Jerusalem: Keter, 1978, pp. 234-5,254. 
 
The Strategic Economic  Importance of Territory   

 
The resources available to a country are finite. In the absence of a strategic 
border, the investment in security that a country requires, comes at the 
expense of other needs. This difference in the level of investment in 
security creates in certain cases a qualitative change in the general level of 
a nation - in terms of its economy, its society and education... A country 
that has the advantage of a strategic frontier can invest less ... in 
fortifications, maintenance of battle ready armed forces, armaments... 

Shimon Peres, Tomorrow is Now, Jerusalem: Keter, 1978, p. 235 
 
 
 
 
The Strategic Importance of Settlements   
 
 [We need] to create a continuous stretch of new settlements; to bolster 
Jerusalem and the surrounding hills, from the north, from the east, and from 
the south and from the west, by means of the establishment of townships, 
suburbs and villages -  Ma’ale Edumin, Ofra, Gilo, Bet-El, Givon, and IDF 
camps and Nahal outposts -  to ensure that the capital and its flanks are 
secured, and underpinned by urban and rural settlements. These settlements 
will be connected to the coastal plain and Jordan Valley by new lateral axis 
roads; the settlements along the Jordan River are intended to establish the 
Jordan River as [Israel’s] de facto security border; however it is the settlements 
on the western slopes of the hills of Samaria and Judea which will deliver us 
from the curse of Israel’s “narrow waist”; the purpose of the settlements in the 
Golan is to ensure that this territorial platform will no longer constitute a 
danger, but a barrier against a surprise attack… 

Shimon Peres, Tomorrow is Now, Jerusalem: Keter, 1978, p. 48. 
 

 
The Value of Agreements with the Arabs   
 
The major issue is not [attaining] an agreement, but ensuring the actual 
implementation of the agreement in practice.  The number of agreements 
which the Arabs have violated is no less than number which they have kept’. 

Shimon Peres, Tomorrow is Now, Jerusalem: Keter, 1978, p. 255 


